
THE CHARLES HARRISON SMITH, III SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 
The C. Harrison Smith, III Scholarship is given by his family in memory of Harrison.  Harrison 
graduated from Apex High School in 1989 in the top 5% of his class.  He was an excellent 
student and involved in many extra-curricular activities such as the Beta and Key Clubs.  As 
a junior, he served as Vice President of the Student Council and was 2nd Vice President of 
his senior class.  In scouts, Harrison achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.  Harrison was a very 
quiet, caring, conscientious, and mature young man; one who was respected and liked by his 
peers. 
 
Harrison graduated with honors from Virginia Tech in four years with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering.  After working a few years he attended MIT’s Business/Engineering School, 
where he graduated with a double Master’s Degree from the school’s “Leaders for 
Manufacturing Program”.  Shortly after graduation from MIT, Harrison, on his way across 
country to begin his new job with Dell Computers, was tragically killed in a traffic accident. 
 
The C. Harrison Smith, III Scholarship is a $6,500 award given to an Apex High School 
graduating senior who embodies and carries on all that was good in Harrison.  $1,625 will be 
awarded each year if the recipient maintains a 3.0 GPA each year.  A copy of the grades 
shall be verified by The Triangle Community Foundation each year.  If the Scholarship 
remains unused in any successive years, such Scholarship will become null and void with no 
responsibility to disperse any additional funds toward this Scholarship. 
 
Teachers are asked to nominate a senior for the C. Harrison Smith III Scholarship OR a 
senior can self-nominate. The Scholarship Committee of Apex High School will make the 
final selection.  The criteria for the award are as follows: 
 

 Top 5% of the class in academics 

 Plans to attend a selective/competitive University majoring in Engineering/Business or 
Math 

 Financial need shall be considered, but not mandatory 

 Contributes to the school and community through extra-curricular activities 
 

Nominee:    _____________________________________________________ 
 
Nominating Teacher (if applicable):    _________________________________ 
 
This application must include a paragraph from the student indicating why they 
should be considered for this scholarship and a recommendation from a 
teacher or staff member. 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN APPLICATION PACKET TO KAREN GRAHAM BY APRIL 13!!  


