
Getting Started with Financial Aid Process:  Online Resources  

1. Obtain your FSA ID asap – click the link to learn how to obtain your Federal Student Aid ID.  You must have 

this ID to complete the FAFSA.  Parents and students must apply for their own individual FAFSA ID’s and this 

ID number is used for each of their electronic signatures to complete the FAFSA form.  Please file this ID in a 

safe place for future use. 

 

2. Creating and Using Your FSA ID – click for more information on using your FSA ID for the FAFSA Completion. 

 

3. Navigating the FAFSA & RDS completion – click the link - Both FAFSA and RDS are required and need similar 

information for completion. This is a breakdown of what these two items and the information needed to 

complete them.  RDS may be completed prior and separately from the FAFSA. 

 

4. NC Residency Determination (RDS) Status – click to understand the purpose of RDS and resources for 

completion. The biggest reason is to establish NC residency for in-state tuition for NC Colleges.  RDS Student 

FAQ’s – click link to view frequently asked questions about completing the RDS to qualify for in-state tuition. 

 

5. FAFSA Completion – click the link to access quick videos to help students and families walk through the 

FAFSA process.   FAFSA Checklist – use this checklist to help you gather the pertinent information you need 

to complete the FAFSA form. 

 

6. FAFSA Assistance – click link for more resources to help with FAFSA completion.  NetPrice Calculator – Click 

the link - Students may type in the college they are researching to discover an "estimated" cost of out of 

pocket expenses for a student with similar socioeconomic stature.  

 

7. Who is my Parent for FAFSA completion?   click the link to help determine which parent(s’) information you 

need to include on the FAFSA form.   

 
 

8. FAFSA Assistance – click link to view various online resources and local institutions you may contact for 

assistance with FAFSA completion.  

 

9. FAFSA:  10 Most Common Mistakes        - click link to view and avoid the most common mistakes on the 

FAFSA application 

 

10. FAFSA Completion Tips for Immigrant Families  - click the link for tips on FAFSA completion for Immigrant 

families.   

 

11. Tip Sheet for Undocumented Students – click link for more information to assist undocumented students in 

determining if they are eligible for Financial Aid.  

https://www.cfnc.org/media/sffnn2ys/fsa-id.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/creating-using-fsaid.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lhbra/OneDrive/FAAP.%20WCPSS/CFNC%20Webinars/10.1.20%20Webinar/Navigating%20FAFSA%20and%20RDS.pdf
https://youtu.be/kEvHIod7VSk
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/studentFAQ
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/studentFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiFGBEf0h3BDrTJ8kmcFlcGVuAvFxwrFD
https://www.educationquest.org/pdfs/FAFSAchecklist.pdf
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/
https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/
https://handouts-live.s3.amazonaws.com/64980d8da93d4056b7ac28cd9715bffa?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20201001T135557Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=86399&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAJICNIQWVMWBRIUMQ%2F20201001%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=3c542a597e212bc5024b3e0a506c65f2ff3d41bcb2a56b7fe47c10c293d4c85e
https://www.cfnc.org/media/boobihwq/fafsa-tips-immigrant-families.pdf
http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/Tip_Sheet_for_Undocumented_Students_2017.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
http://www.vanndigital.com/portfolio/editorial-rich-kids-get-more-financial-aid-in-college-than-poor-kids
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 Financial Aid Resources for Spanish Speaking Students & Families   

1.  CFNC: Cómo Funciona el Sistema Educativo en los Estados Unidos – click link for video on How the 

Education System Works in the U.S. created for Spanish speaking students and families.  Dr, Maria Rosa 

Rangel talks about how the educational system works in the U.S. 

 

2. CFNC: Cómo Funciona el Sistema Educativo Después de la Secundaria (high school) – click link for 

video.  This is part 2 of the presentation “How the educational system works in the United States”. Dr. 

Maria Rosa Rangel talks about the different educational opportunities after high school, the cost of 

tuition, and options for paying for college. 

 

3. Consejos para Completar FAFSA para Estudiantes con Padres Sin Número de Seguro Social – click link 

for a handout that gives more information on How to Complete the FAFSA created for Spanish speaking 

students and families. 

 

4. Servicio de Determinación de Residencia (RDS) pasos para estudiantes indocumentados y con DACA 

click link for handout on completion of the Residency Determination Status form including information 

for DACA students created for Spanish speaking students and families 

 

5. Estudiantes Ciudadanos Con Padres Indocumentados: Navegando El Sistema De Determinación De 

Residencia (RDS) – click to view handout on Citizen Students with Undocumented Parents:  Navigating 

the Residence Determination System (RDS) 

 

6. CFNC: FAFSA Ayuda Financiera Federal para la Educación Superior - MIRA USA – click link for video.     

This video includes information on FAFSA: Federal Financial Aid for Higher Education created for Spanish 

speaking students and families  

 

7. CFNC: Taller de Becas - Cómo Pagar la Universidad - MIRA USA – click link for video. 

CFNC Scholarship Workshop – How to Pay for College created for Spanish speaking students and families 

 

8. CFNC: FAFSA - Errores más comunes y consejos – click link for video titled FAFSA:  Common Mistakes 

created for Spanish speaking students and families. 

 

9. CFNC: Comprender una oferta de ayuda financiera de una universidad pública en Carolina del Norte – 

click link to video.  CFNC: Understanding a Financial Aid Offer from a Public University in North Carolina 

created for Spanish speaking students and families.  

 

10. FAFSA Ayuda – click link for more resources to help with FAFSA completion created for Spanish speaking 

students and families. 

 

11. CFNC: Circunstancias Especiales en Ayuda Financiera – click link to learn more about special 

circumstances for Financial Aid created for Spanish speaking students and families. 

 

https://youtu.be/FnqJilouJPo
https://youtu.be/SrigRr1jBdU
https://www.cfnc.org/media/20qnhvsw/consejos-para-completar-fafsa.pdf
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/pdf/RDSInterviewDACASpan.pdf
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/pdf/RDSInterviewUndocSpan.pdf
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/pdf/RDSInterviewUndocSpan.pdf
https://youtu.be/YuJXRdiNNtY
https://youtu.be/t-LMih3u2OQ
https://youtu.be/vgFMJ6PmJmU
https://youtu.be/hV9fvLSBOhA
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/
https://youtu.be/J4wKTm5kqx4

